Objectives: To systematically evaluate fetal cardiac ventricular geometry, myocardial performance and chamber function in normal pregnancy at term. Methods: This was a prospective study of 107 women with normal pregnancy. Fetal echos were conducted after 37 weeks of gestation in women scheduled for routine induction of labour in uncomplicated pregnancies. Fetal B-mode, M-mode, spectral pulsed wave (PW) Doppler, tissue Doppler imaging (TDI) and speckle tracking imaging (STI) echocardiography were performed. Results: The fetuses at term exhibit considerably altered ventricular geometry, reduced myocardial performance and cardiac chamber dysfunction -not evident at mid-gestation.
Conclusions:
The study findings demonstrate that the fetal heart in apparently normal pregnancies has to undergo profound geometric and functional transformation towards the end of gestation. These novel findings suggest that the fetal heart near term may be P06.21: 
